For this research proposal, I chose to go the creative route and create a watercolor painting of how I visualize the labor landscape. This work is an artistic analysis of the topic we have been discussing all year, labor. Labor law is incredibly important, and for this project, I focused not on an act of legislation or law that could fix the current labor landscape, but on a visual critique of the system to highlight what is wrong. In this paper, I will give a verbal description of the work, explain why it is significant, and lay out a plan for my presentation.
For this project, I struggled with what I was going to create and what I could possibly do to encapsulate everything that I had learned while debating this semester. I eventually landed a visualization of how I saw the labor system. I started my work with a simple sketch of what I wanted, and then I gathered reference photos and refined my sketch and then I painted it with watercolors. Every choice in the work was intentional. I chose to have the businessman, and all the workers remain faceless, so that they could represent anyone. I chose to have the businessman lounging on a throne of sorts while eating grapes because I could not think of a more uncaring position. As for the workers holding the man up, I drew inspiration from the depictions of atlas holding up the world and wanted these laborers to be holding up the much larger businessman. I also wanted this image to be a critique of our country. I chose the types of laborers that I wanted to represent by who I saw as the people holding up our country the most who are given the least recognition and respect by the U.S. government. 
This project is important in the way that all art is important to human culture. Art is the thing that separates the human species from all other animals because it is the basis of culture. Art has the capability to explain something without using a single word and that can happen no matter the level of skill used to create the art, and that is something that no one can take away. In our current system many rights are being restricted including the right to free speech and that is why it is even more important to create art. My work may not hang in galleries or be seen by the masses, but it is still important because it may inspire just one other person to create their interpretation of a problem, or they may see my work and interpret it in a way that gives them a new perspective. While my work may not be the best use of technical skill or may not be seen by more than 30 people, it still matters. 
My plan for the presentation of this work is to create a PowerPoint presentation to better communicate my ideas. I will start with my introduction of the prompt and a roadmap for 1-2 minutes. Then I will explain my creative process and a description of the work, and this will last about 2-3 minutes. I will go on to explain the significance of art in history and why it is important for about 2-3 minutes, and end with why my work specifically is important.


